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What are Native Plants?What are Native Plants?

�� NATIVE PLANTS (or INDIGENOUS PLANTS)NATIVE PLANTS (or INDIGENOUS PLANTS)
are plants that persisted locally beforeare plants that persisted locally before
European colonization.European colonization.

Photo by Judy Semroc



Benefits of Native PlantsBenefits of Native Plants

�� They provide food and shelter for wildlifeThey provide food and shelter for wildlife

�� Are more tolerant of local soil conditionsAre more tolerant of local soil conditions

and weatherand weather

�� Connects a fragmented landscape andConnects a fragmented landscape and

creates wildlife corridorscreates wildlife corridors

Photo by Liz Russell



Landscaping Uses for NativeLandscaping Uses for Native

PlantsPlants

�� NaturalizingNaturalizing

�� Shade Gardening Shade Gardening –– Many showy native Many showy native

alternatives to traditional invasivealternatives to traditional invasive

groundcovers, especially if you have angroundcovers, especially if you have an

area that is protected from deerarea that is protected from deer

�� Wildlife gardeningWildlife gardening

�� Attracting pollinatorsAttracting pollinators

and other beneficialand other beneficial

insectsinsects



-- EXOTIC PLANTS
are plants that did
not exist locally
before human
settlement (they are
introduced species).

--INVASIVE PLANTS
are plants that are
exotic and extremely
aggressive and may
pose a threat to
native ecosystems.
Invasive plants be-
come problematic
because they lack
natural predators,
which keep them in
check in their home
range.



Threats posed by Invasive PlantsThreats posed by Invasive Plants

�� High cost of removalHigh cost of removal

�� Negative impacts on native vegetation, becauseNegative impacts on native vegetation, because
of competition andof competition and allelopathy allelopathy

�� Reduction inReduction in biodiversity biodiversity

�� Can quickly dominate home landscapes, chokingCan quickly dominate home landscapes, choking
out other plantings.out other plantings.

Photo by Keith Mora



Invasive Plants to AvoidInvasive Plants to Avoid
English IvyEnglish Ivy         VincaVinca minor (Myrtle) minor (Myrtle)

Pachysandra European Wintercreeper



Invasive Plants to AvoidInvasive Plants to Avoid
Japanese Barberry Common Privet

Japanese Honeysuckle Porcelain Berry Vine 



Invasive Plants to AvoidInvasive Plants to Avoid

Burning Bush Garlic Mustard

Autumn
Olive



Invasive Plants to AvoidInvasive Plants to Avoid
      Day Lily      Day Lily             Crown VetchCrown Vetch

PurplePurple Loosestrife Loosestrife       GoutweedGoutweed



Plants for Dry Sunny AreasPlants for Dry Sunny Areas
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LupineLupine

((LupinusLupinus
perennisperennis))

Photo by Judy Semroc



Blazing StarBlazing Star

((Liatris spicataLiatris spicata))

Photo from the Richard A. Howard Image Collection, courtesy of
Smithsonian Institution.



PurplePurple Coneflower Coneflower

((EchinaceaEchinacea purpurea purpurea))

Photo by Garrett Ormiston



Black EyedBlack Eyed

SusanSusan

((RudbeckiaRudbeckia
fulgidafulgida))



Native Plants for Wet Sunny AreasNative Plants for Wet Sunny Areas

Photo by Garrett Ormiston



CardinalCardinal

FlowerFlower

(Lobelia(Lobelia
cardinaliscardinalis))

Photo by Garrett Ormiston



Wild BergamotWild Bergamot

((MonardaMonarda
fistulosafistulosa))

Bee BalmBee Balm

((Monarda didymaMonarda didyma))

Photo by Judy Semroc



HelenHelen’’s Flowers Flower

((HeleniumHelenium
autumnaleautumnale))

Photo by Judy Semroc

IronweedIronweed

((Vernonia giganteaVernonia gigantea))

Photo by Steve Cagan



Prairie Dropseed (Sporobulus heterolepus) Switch Grass (Panicum virgatum)

Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)



Photo by Garrett Ormiston

Native ShrubsNative Shrubs



Bayberry (Bayberry (Myrica pensylvanicaMyrica pensylvanica))

Photo by Garrett Ormiston



Dogwood (Dogwood (Cornus sericeaCornus sericea))



Native HydrangeaNative Hydrangea

((HydrangeaHydrangea arborescens  arborescens varvar..

‘‘AnnabelleAnnabelle’’))



Mountain Laurel (Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifoliaKalmia latifolia))



ROSE-SHELL AZALEA (Rhododendron prinophyllum) PINXTER AZALEA (Rhododendron periclymenoides)

FLAME AZALEA (Rhododendron calendulaceum) SWAMP AZALEA (Rhododendron viscosum)



Shrubby CinquefoilShrubby Cinquefoil

((Potentilla fruticosaPotentilla fruticosa))



EasternEastern Ninebark Ninebark

((Physocarpus opulifoliusPhysocarpus opulifolius))

var. ‘Dart’s gold’ var. ‘Summer Wine’



ElderberryElderberry

((SambucusSambucus
canadensiscanadensis))

Purple-floweringPurple-flowering

RaspberryRaspberry

((Rubus odoratusRubus odoratus))



Native TreesNative Trees
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RedbudRedbud

((CercisCercis
canadensiscanadensis))

Photo by Judy Semroc



WitchWitch

HazelHazel

((HamamelisHamamelis
virginianavirginiana))



Flowering DogwoodFlowering Dogwood

((Cornus floridaCornus florida))



Canadian HemlockCanadian Hemlock

((Tsuga canadensisTsuga canadensis))
Eastern White PineEastern White Pine

((Pinus strobusPinus strobus))



Native VinesNative Vines

andand

GroundcoversGroundcovers



Trumpet HoneysuckleTrumpet Honeysuckle

((Lonicera sempervirensLonicera sempervirens))

LimberLimber

HoneysuckleHoneysuckle

((Lonicera dioicaLonicera dioica))

NATIVENATIVE

HONEY-HONEY-

SUCKLESSUCKLES



SHADESHADE

PERENNIALSPERENNIALS



Tiarella cordifoliaTiarella cordifolia

Allegheny Foamflower



CHRISTMAS FERN (CHRISTMAS FERN (Polystichum acrosticoidesPolystichum acrosticoides))

Photo by GarrettPhoto by Garrett Ormiston Ormiston

MAIDENHAIR FERN (MAIDENHAIR FERN (Adiantum pedatumAdiantum pedatum))

CINNAMON FERN (CINNAMON FERN (Osmunda cinnamomeaOsmunda cinnamomea))

ROYAL FERN (ROYAL FERN (Osmunda regalisOsmunda regalis))



TrilliumTrillium

(Trillium(Trillium
grandiflorumgrandiflorum))

Photo by Steve Cagan

Wild GeraniumWild Geranium

((GeraniumGeranium
maculatummaculatum))

Photo by Steve Cagan



Halberd-Halberd-LeavedLeaved Violet Violet

((ViolaViola hastata hastata))

Common Blue VioletCommon Blue Violet

((ViolaViola sororia sororia))



BugbaneBugbane

((CimicifugaCimicifuga
racemosaracemosa))



Promoting Native PlantsPromoting Native Plants

�� Many Native Plants are highly ornamentalMany Native Plants are highly ornamental

but have not caught on as landscapingbut have not caught on as landscaping

plants as of yetplants as of yet

�� Many native plants are still very difficult toMany native plants are still very difficult to

find in the nursery trade.find in the nursery trade.



BuffaloberryBuffaloberry  ((ShepherdiaShepherdia
canadensiscanadensis))



FloweringFlowering

SpurgeSpurge

((EuphorbiaEuphorbia
corollatacorollata))



Running Strawberry (Running Strawberry (EuonymusEuonymus
obovatusobovatus))





2011 Native Plant Sale!!2011 Native Plant Sale!!
May 20-21, 2011 – Pre-Orders Are Required. Visit
http://www.cmnh.org/site/PlantSale.aspx  for Details!
Search for ‘Native Plant Sale’.
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